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THEME: Transforming the System of Assessment: Holistic Progress Card 

Date: 15th September 2021 

NEP provisions relating to Transforming Assessment for Student Development 

NEP Para 4.34: The aim of assessment in the culture of our schooling system will shift from one that is 

summative and primarily tests rote memorization skills to one that is more regular and formative, is 

more competency-based, promotes learning and development for our students, and tests higher-order 

skills, such as analysis, critical thinking, and conceptual clarity. 

NEP Para 4.35: The progress card of all students for school-based assessment, which is communicated 

by schools to parents, will be completely redesigned by States/UTs under guidance from the proposed 

National Assessment Centre, NCERT, and SCERTs. The progress card will be a holistic, 360-degree, 

multidimensional report that reflects in great detail the progress as well as the uniqueness of each 

learner in the cognitive, affective, and psychomotor domains. It will include self-assessment and peer 

assessment, and progress of the child in project-based and inquiry-based learning, quizzes, role plays, 

group work, portfolios, etc., along with teacher assessment. The progress card would also provide 

teachers and parents with valuable information on how to support each student in and out of the 

classroom.  

NEP Para 4.36: The current nature of secondary school exams, including Board exams and entrance 

exams - and the resulting coaching culture of today - are doing much harm, especially at the secondary 

school level, replacing valuable time for true learning with excessive exam coaching and preparation. 

These exams also force students to learn a very narrow band of material in a single stream, rather than 

allowing the flexibility and choice that will be so important in the education system of the future.  

NEP Para 4.37: While the Board exams for Grades 10 and 12 will be continued, the existing system of 

Board and entrance examinations shall be reformed to eliminate the need for undertaking coaching 

classes. Board exams will also be made ‘easier’, in the sense that they will test primarily core 

capacities/competencies rather than months of coaching and memorization; any student who has been 

going to and making a basic effort in a school class will be able to pass and do well in the corresponding 

subject Board Exam without much additional effort.  

NEP Para 4.38: In addition to introducing greater flexibility, student choice, and best-of-two attempts, 

assessments that primarily test core capacities must be the immediate key reforms to all Board exams. 

Boards may over time also develop further viable models of Board Exams that reduce pressure and the 

coaching culture. Some possibilities include: a system of annual/semester/modular Board Exams could 

be developed - that each test far less material,  and are taken immediately after the corresponding 

course is taken in school - so that the pressure from exams is better distributed, less intense, and less 

high-stakes across the Secondary Stage. 

NEP Para 4.39: With regard to all of the above, guidelines will be prepared by NCERT, in consultation 

with major stakeholders, such as SCERTs, Boards of Assessment (BoAs), the proposed new National 

Assessment Centre etc., and teachers prepared, for a transformation in the assessment system by the 

2022-23 academic session, to align with the NCFSE 2020-21.  
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NEP Para 4.40: To track progress throughout the school years, and not just at the end of Grades 10 and 

12 - for the benefit of students, parents, teachers, principals, and the entire schooling systemin planning 

improvements to schools and teaching-learning processes - all students will take school examinations in 

Grades 3, 5, and 8 which will be conducted by the appropriate authority. These examinations would test 

achievement of basic learning outcomes, through assessment of core concepts and knowledge from the 

national and local curricula, along with relevant higher-order skills and application of knowledge in real-

life situations, rather than rote memorization.  

NEP Para 4.41: It is proposed to set up a National Assessment Centre, PARAKH (Performance 

Assessment, Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development),  as a standard-setting   body 

under MHRD that fulfils the basic objectives of setting norms, standards, and guidelines for student 

assessment and evaluation for all recognized school boards of India, guiding the State Achievement 

Survey (SAS) and undertaking the National Achievement Survey (NAS), monitoring achievement of 

learning outcomes in the country, and encouraging and helping school boards to shift their assessment 

patterns towards meeting the skill requirements of the 21stcentury in consonance with the stated 

objectives of this Policy. 

NEP Para 4.42: The principles for university entrance exams will be similar. The National Testing 

Agency (NTA) will work to offer a high-quality common aptitude test, as well as specialized common 

subject exams in the sciences, humanities, languages, arts, and vocational subjects, at least twice every 

year. These exams shall test conceptual understanding and the ability to apply knowledge and shall aim 

to eliminate the need for taking coaching for these exams. Students will be able to choose the subjects 

for taking the test, and each university will be able to see each student’s individual subject portfolio and 

admit students into their programmes based on individual interests and talents.  

NEP Para 6.13: Most classrooms have children with specific learning disabilities who need continuous 

support. Teachers must be helped to identify such learning disabilities early and plan specifically for 

their mitigation. Specific actions will include the use of appropriate technology allowing and enabling 

children to work at their own pace, with flexible curricula to leverage each child’s strengths, and 

creating an ecosystem for appropriate assessment and certification. Assessment and certification 

agencies, including the proposed new National Assessment Centre, PARAKH, will formulate guidelines 

and recommend appropriate tools for conducting such assessment, from the foundational stage to 

higher education (including for entrance exams), in order to ensure equitable access and opportunities 

for all students with learning disabilities. 

NEP Para 6.15: Alternative forms of schools, will be encouraged to preserve their traditions or 

alternative pedagogical styles. At the same time, they will be supported to integrate the subject and 

learning areas prescribed by the NCFSE into their curricula in order to reduce and eventually eliminate 

the underrepresentation of children from these schools in higher education. In particular, financial 

assistance will be provided to introduce science, mathematics, social studies, Hindi, English, State 

languages, or other relevant subjects in the curriculum, as may be desired by these schools. This would 

enable children studying in these schools to attain the learning outcomes defined for Grades 1–12. 

Furthermore, students in such schools would be encouraged to appear for State or other Board 

examinations and assessments by the NTA, and thereby enroll in higher education institutions. 

  


